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SCHOOL VOUCHERS:   MYTHS AND FACTS  
 
 

Myth:  Middle-class families have always had a choice in schools, public or private; 
vouchers are a way to give low-income families similar educational options. 

 
c~ÅíW==sçìÅÜÉêë=ÇçåÛí=êÉëìäí=áå=“ëÅÜççä=ÅÜçáÅÉÒ=Ñçê=äçïJáåÅçãÉ=é~êÉåíëK==açåÛí=ÉñéÉÅí=
éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççä=ÅÜçáÅÉW===
=

- fc=óçìê=ÅÜáäÇ=Ü~ë=~=Çáë~ÄáäáíóI=çê=~åó=ÅçåÇáíáçå=íÜ~í=ã~âÉë=Üáã=çê=ÜÉê=ÇáÑÑáÅìäí=
~åÇ=Åçëíäó=íç=ÉÇìÅ~íÉK==få=jáäï~ìâÉÉI=Ñçê=áåëí~åÅÉI=QO=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=îçìÅÜÉê=
ëÅÜççäë=êÉéçêí=çÑÑÉêáåÖ=~ÄëçäìíÉäó=åç=éêçÖê~ãë=çê=ëÉêîáÅÉë=Ñçê=ëíìÇÉåíë=ïáíÜ=
ëéÉÅá~ä=åÉÉÇëKN=

=
- fc=óçì=Å~ååçí=~ÑÑçêÇ=íç=é~ó=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ÅÜáäÇÛë=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=~åÇI=ïáíÜ=~=îçìÅÜÉêI=ÅçìäÇ=

ÅçîÉê=íìáíáçå=~í=çåäó=~=Ü~åÇÑìä=çÑ=ëÅÜççäëI=ãçëí=çÑ=ïÜáÅÜ=éêçãçíÉ=~=êÉäáÖáçå=íÜ~í=
ã~ó=ÄÉ=çíÜÉê=íÜ~å=óçìê=çïåK==få=t~ëÜáåÖíçåI=aK`KI=Ñçê=Éñ~ãéäÉI=íÜÉ=ã~ñáãìã=
ATIRMM=îçìÅÜÉê=ÅçîÉêë=íÜÉ=íìáíáçå=Åçëíë=~í=àìëí=íÜêÉÉ=éêáî~íÉ=ÜáÖÜ=ëÅÜççäëI=çåäó=
çåÉ=çÑ=ïÜáÅÜ=áë=åçí=~=`~íÜçäáÅ=ëÅÜççäKO==qÜÉêÉ=~êÉ=~äëç=“ÜáÇÇÉå=ÅçëíëÒ=íç=
Ñ~ãáäáÉëI=ëìÅÜ=~ë=ìåáÑçêã=ÅçëíëI=íê~åëéçêí~íáçå=~åÇ=Éñíê~=ÑÉÉëK=

=
- fc=íÜÉ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççä=óçì=ï~åí=óçìê=ÅÜáäÇ=íç=~ííÉåÇ=ÇçÉë=åçí=~ÅÅÉéí=îçìÅÜÉêëK==^=

NVVU=aÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ=bÇìÅ~íáçå=ëìêîÉó=çÑ=áååÉêJÅáíó=éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççäë=ëÜçïÉÇ=íÜ~í=
ÄÉíïÉÉå=TM=éÉêÅÉåí=~åÇ=UR=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=ëÅÜççäë=ïçìäÇ=“ÇÉÑáåáíÉäó=çê=éêçÄ~ÄäóÒ=
åçí=ï~åí=íç=é~êíáÅáé~íÉ=áå=~=îçìÅÜÉê=éêçÖê~ã=áÑ=íÜÉó=ïÉêÉ=êÉèìáêÉÇ=íç=~ÅÅÉéí=
“ëíìÇÉåíë=ïáíÜ=ëéÉÅá~ä=åÉÉÇëI=ëìÅÜ=~ë=äÉ~êåáåÖ=Çáë~ÄáäáíáÉëI=äáãáíÉÇ=båÖäáëÜ=
éêçÑáÅáÉåÅóI=çê=äçï=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåíKÒ=P==jçêÉ=êÉÅÉåíäóI=íÜÉ=t~ëÜáåÖíçå=mçëí=
êÉéçêíÉÇ=íÜ~í=ëçãÉ=çÑ=aK`KÛë=ãçëí=ÉäáíÉ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççäë=ïÉêÉ=êÉäìÅí~åí=íç=
é~êíáÅáé~íÉ=áå=~=îçìÅÜÉê=éêçÖê~ã=áÑ=íÜÉó=ïçìäÇ=ÄÉ=êÉèìáêÉÇ=íç=~Çãáí=ëíìÇÉåíë=
Ä~ëÉÇ=çå=~=äçííÉêóI=ê~íÜÉê=íÜ~å=íÜêçìÖÜ=~=ëÉäÉÅíáçå=éêçÅÉëëKQ==pçãÉ=ÉäáíÉ=ëÅÜççäë=
ëìÅÜ=~ë=píK=^äÄ~åë=Ü~îÉ=~äêÉ~Çó=~ååçìåÅÉÇ=íÜ~í=íÜÉó=ïáää=åçí=é~êíáÅáé~íÉ=áå=íÜÉ=
éêçÖê~ãKR==líÜÉêëI=ëìÅÜ=~ë=páÇïÉää=cêáÉåÇë=eáÖÜ=pÅÜççä=~ÇãáííÉÇ=çåäó=çåÉ=
îçìÅÜÉê=ëíìÇÉåíI=~åÇ=íÜ~í=ëíìÇÉåí=Ü~Ç=~ííÉåÇÉÇ=çå=~=ëÅÜçä~êëÜáé=íÜÉ=éêÉÅÉÇáåÖ=
óÉ~êKS=

=
qÜÉ=íêìíÜ=áë=íÜ~í=îçìÅÜÉêë=ïçåÛí=ÅêÉ~íÉ=~=äÉîÉä=éä~óáåÖ=ÑáÉäÇ=Ñçê=äçï=áåÅçãÉ=Ñ~ãáäáÉë=áå=
íÜÉ=ïçêäÇ=çÑ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççäëK==fåëíÉ~Ç=çÑ=ÇáîÉêíáåÖ=êÉëçìêÅÉë=íç=éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççäëI=ïÉ=

                                                 
N=OMMPJOMMQ=aáêÉÅíçêó=çÑ=jáäï~ìâÉÉ=m~êÉåí~ä=`ÜçáÅÉ=pÅÜççäëK==mìÄäáÅ=mçäáÅó=cçêìãI=g~åì~êó=OMMPK==
^î~áä~ÄäÉ=çåäáåÉ=~í=ÜííéWLLïïïKéìÄäáÅéçäáÅóÑçêìãKçêÖLàçëÜLmçëíÉêBOMOMMPJMQBOMîOKéÇÑ=
O=a~îáÇ=cK=p~äáëÄìêóI=“tÜ~í=açÉë=~=sçìÅÜÉê=_ìó\==^=`äçëÉê=iççâ=~í=íÜÉ=`çëí=çÑ=mêáî~íÉ=pÅÜççäëKÒ==qÜÉ=`~íç=
fåëíáíìíÉÛë=mçäáÅó=^å~äóëáëI=^ìÖìëíI=OMMPK==^î~áä~ÄäÉ=~í=ÜííéWLLïïïKÅ~íçKçêÖLéìÄëLé~ëLé~JQUSÉëKÜíãä=
P=“_~êêáÉêëI=_ÉåÉÑáíë=~åÇ=`çëíë=çÑ=rëáåÖ=mêáî~íÉ=pÅÜççäë=íç=^ääÉîá~íÉ=lîÉêÅêçïÇáåÖ=áå=mìÄäáÅ=pÅÜççäëIÒ=
aÉé~êíãÉåíK=çÑ=bÇìÅ~íáçåI=NVVU==
Q=s~äÉêáÉ=píê~ìëëI=qÜÉ=t~ëÜáåÖíçå=mçëíW=“mêáî~íÉ=pÅÜççäë=iÉÉêó=çÑ=sçìÅÜÉê=qê~ÇÉJlÑÑëKÒ==pÉéíÉãÄÉê=OUI=
OMMP=
R=gìëíáå=_äìãI=qÜÉ=t~ëÜáåÖíçå=mçëíW=“päçï=ëí~êí=ëÉÉå=Ñçê=îçìÅÜÉê=éêçÖê~ãKÒ==j~êÅÜ=ORI=OMMQ=
S=kÉÉÇ=éçëí=~êíáÅäÉ=~åÇ=éìÄäáÅ=ÅçããÉåí=Äó=mêçÖê~ã=bî~äì~íçê=m~íêáÅâ=tçäÑI=ÉíÅK=



ëÜçìäÇ=ÑçÅìë=çå=êÉÑçêãë=íÜ~í=ëíêÉåÖíÜÉå=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäë=~åÇ=ÄÉåÉÑáí=íÜÉ=VM=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=
ëíìÇÉåíë=ïÜç=~ííÉåÇ=íÜÉãK=
=

jóíÜW==fíÛë=åçí=íÜÉ=ëÅÜççäÛë=çê=íÜÉ=ÇáëíêáÅíÛë=ãçåÉóX=áíÛë=íÜÉ=éìÄäáÅÛë=ãçåÉóK==tÜó=
ëÜçìäÇ=ÖçîÉêåãÉåíJêìå=ëÅÜççäë=Ü~îÉ=~=ãçåçéçäó=çå=ÉÇìÅ~íáåÖ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå\===
=

c~ÅíW==^ë=~=ëçÅáÉíóI=íÜÉ=ãçåÉó=ïÉ=ëéÉåÇ=Ñçê=éìÄäáÅ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=áë=~å=áåîÉëíãÉåí=ïÉ=ã~âÉ=
íç=ÇÉîÉäçé=~å=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ÅáíáòÉåêó=~åÇ=~=éêçÇìÅíáîÉ=ÑìíìêÉ=ïçêâÑçêÅÉK==sçìÅÜÉê=
éêçéçåÉåí=jáäíçå=cêáÉÇã~å=Ü~ë=ë~áÇ=íÜ~í=áå=ãçîáåÖ=íç=~=ã~êâÉíJÄ~ëÉÇ=ëóëíÉã=ïáää=
êÉèìáêÉ=ãçêÉ=ëÉ~íë=íç=ÄÉ=~î~áä~ÄäÉ=áå=ÉñáëíáåÖ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççäëI=~åÇ=ã~åó=åÉï=éêáî~íÉ=
ëÅÜççäë=íç=ÄÉ=Éëí~ÄäáëÜÉÇ=Ñçê=îçìÅÜÉêë=íç=ïçêâK==qÜáë=Å~å=ÄÉ=ÑÉêíáäÉ=ÄêÉÉÇáåÖ=ÖêçìåÇ=Ñçê=
“ÑäóJÄóJåáÖÜíÒ=ëÅÜççäë=êìå=Äó=ìåÅêÉÇÉåíá~äÉÇ=ÉåíêÉéêÉåÉìêëX=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=ëÜçïë=íÜ~í=
íÜáë=çéÉåë=íÜÉ=Çççê=Ñçê=éêçéêáÉíçêë=ïáíÜ=Åêáãáå~ä=êÉÅçêÇë=Ó=çê=ïçêëÉK==^=ëÜçêí=ëìêîÉó=çÑ=
ëçãÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ëÜ~Çó=ÅÜ~ê~ÅíÉêë=~ëëçÅá~íÉÇ=ïáíÜ=îçìÅÜÉê=ëÅÜççäë=áë=ÉåçìÖÜ=íç=
ÇÉãçåëíê~íÉ=íÜáëW=

- få=cäçêáÇ~I=áåîÉëíáÖ~íáîÉ=àçìêå~äáëíë=ÑçìåÇ=íÜ~í=APRMIMMM=çÑ=Åçêéçê~íÉ=îçìÅÜÉê=
ãçåÉó=ï~ë=ÖçáåÖ=íç=íÜÉ=fëä~ãáÅ=^Å~ÇÉãó=çÑ=q~ãé~I=ÑìåÇÉÇ=Äó=p~ãá=^äJ^êá~åI=
íÜÉ=ÑçêãÉê=råáîÉêëáíó=çÑ=pçìíÜ=cäçêáÇ~=éêçÑÉëëçê=~ääÉÖÉÇ=íç=Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÉå=íÜÉ=
Ñáå~åÅá~ä=ã~å~ÖÉê=Ñçê=íÜÉ=fëä~ãáÅ=gáÜ~ÇI=~=íÉêêçêáëí=çêÖ~åáò~íáçåK=

- ^=ã~å=ÅçåîáÅíÉÇ=çÑ=Äêìí~ä=ê~éÉI=ÄìêÖä~êó=~åÇ=í~ñ=Ñê~ìÇ=ÜÉ~ÇÉÇ=~=jáäï~ìâÉÉ=
ëÅÜççä=íÜ~í=~ÅÅÉéíë=îçìÅÜÉêëI=^äÉñÛë=^Å~ÇÉãáÅë=çÑ=bñÅÉääÉåÅÉK==låÉ=ÑçêãÉê=
ëÅÜççä=çÑÑáÅá~ä=~äëç=êÉéçêíÉÇ=ëÉÉáåÖ=ëí~ÑÑ=ãÉãÄÉêë=ìëáåÖ=~åÇ=Å~êêóáåÖ=áääáÅáí=
ÇêìÖë=~í=íÜÉ=ëÅÜççäK==aÉëéáíÉ=~ää=íÜáëI=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉ=ï~ë=ìå~ÄäÉ=íç=ëÜìí=íÜÉ=ëÅÜççä=
Ççïå=çê=ïáíÜÜçäÇ=îçìÅÜÉê=é~óãÉåíë=Ñçê=ññ=óÉ~êëKKK=

- få=cäçêáÇ~I=~ééêçñáã~íÉäó=ANSUIMMM=áå=Åçêéçê~íÉ=îçìÅÜÉê=ãçåÉó=ÖáîÉå=íç=íÜÉ=
páäîÉê=^êÅÜÉê=cçìåÇ~íáçå=ã~ó=åÉîÉê=Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÉå=ìëÉÇ=íç=ëÉåÇ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=íç=ëÅÜççä=
~åÇ=áë=ìå~ÅÅçìåíÉÇ=Ñçê=Äó=íÜÉ=çïåÉêK==lïåÉê=g~ãÉë=hK=fëÉåÜçìêI=ïÜç=Ü~ë=~=
Üáëíçêó=çÑ=Åêáãáå~ä=ÅÜ~êÖÉëI=Ñ~áäáåÖ=íç=é~ó=é~óêçää=í~ñÉë=~åÇ=Ä~åâêìéíÅóI=ï~ë=
åÉîÉê=ëìÄàÉÅíÉÇ=íç=~=Ä~ÅâÖêçìåÇ=ÅÜÉÅâ=ÄÉÑçêÉ=ÄÉáåÖ=~ééêçîÉÇ=íç=~ÇãáåáëíÉê=
ëí~íÉ=ÑìåÇëK===

=
bîáÇÉåÅÉ=çÑ=Ñê~ìÇ=~åÇ=ãáëìëÉ=çÑ=éìÄäáÅ=ÑìåÇáåÖ=áë=~äëç=ãçìåíáåÖ=~ãçåÖ=îçìÅÜÉê=
ëÅÜççäë=áå=cäçêáÇ~I=jáäï~ìâÉÉ=~åÇ=`äÉîÉä~åÇK==táíÜ=îçìÅÜÉêëI=íÜÉêÉ=áë=åç=ï~ó=çÑ=
âåçïáåÖ=ïÜÉíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ÑìåÇë=ïáää=~Åíì~ääó=ÄÉ=ëéÉåí=ÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉäó=Ó=çê=ÉîÉå=äÉÖ~ääó=Ó=
íçï~êÇ=íÜÉ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=çÑ=íçãçêêçïÛë=ÅáíáòÉåëK===
=

jóíÜW==^ÅÅçìåí~Äáäáíó=áë=Äìáäí=áåíç=íÜÉ=ëóëíÉã=çÑ=îçìÅÜÉêë=Ó=îçìÅÜÉê=ëÅÜççäë=~êÉ=
~ÅÅçìåí~ÄäÉ=íç=íÜÉ=é~êÉåíë=ïÜç=ÅÜççëÉ=ïÜÉíÜÉê=çê=åçí=íç=Éåêçää=íÜÉáê=ÅÜáäÇêÉåK=

=
c~ÅíW=tÜáäÉ=ã~åó=éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççäë=~ÇãáåáëíÉê=ëí~åÇ~êÇáòÉÇ=íÉëíë=íç=íÜÉáê=ëíìÇÉåíëI=íÜÉó=
~êÉ=åçí=êÉèìáêÉÇ=íç=Çç=ëçI=~åÇ=íÜÉó=~êÉ=åçí=êÉèìáêÉÇ=Äó=k`i_=íç=ÖáîÉ=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=íÉëíë=~ë=
íÜÉ=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäë=Çç=çê=íç=êÉéçêí=íÜÉáê=ëÅçêÉë=íç=é~êÉåíë=çê=íÜÉ=ÖÉåÉê~ä=éìÄäáÅK==táíÜ=
íÜÉ=ÉñÅÉéíáçå=çÑ=íÜÉ=cäçêáÇ~=^H=îçìÅÜÉê=éêçÖê~ãI=åÉáíÜÉê=çÑ=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉÛë=íïç=ä~êÖÉê=
îçìÅÜÉê=éêçÖê~ãë=êÉèìáêÉë=ëíìÇÉåíë=êÉÅÉáîáåÖ=îçìÅÜÉêë=íç=í~âÉ=íÜÉ=íÉëíë=íÜÉáê=éìÄäáÅ=
ëÅÜççä=ÅçìåíÉêé~êíë=í~âÉK==qÜáë=ãÉ~åë=íÜ~í=îçìÅÜÉê=ëÅÜççäë=~êÉ=~ÅÅçìåí~ÄäÉ=íç=åç=çåÉI=
~åÇ=~êÉ=ÑêÉÉ=íç=ìëÉ=Ó=çê=ãáëìëÉ=Ó=éìÄäáÅ=Ççää~êë=~ë=íÜÉó=éäÉ~ëÉK=
=

jóíÜW==sçìÅÜÉêë=~êÉ=ãçêÉ=ÇÉãçÅê~íáÅ=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççä=ëóëíÉã=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=íÜÉó=
~ääçï=é~êÉåíë=íç=ÅÜççëÉ=ÑêÉÉäó=~ãçåÖ=ëÅÜççäë=áå=~å=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=ã~êâÉíéä~ÅÉK=

=
c~ÅíW==sçìÅÜÉêë=~êÉ=åçí=ãçêÉ=“ÇÉãçÅê~íáÅÒ=íÜ~å=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëW=
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- sçìÅÜÉê=ëóëíÉãë=áå=çíÜÉê=é~êíë=çÑ=íÜÉ=ïçêäÇ=Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÉå=ëÜçïå=íç=ëíê~íáÑó=
ëíìÇÉåíë=Äó=ëçÅáçÉÅçåçãáÅ=ëí~íìë=~åÇ=ÅêÉ~íÉ=~=Çì~ä=ã~êâÉí=Ñçê=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=Ó=çåÉ=
Ñçê=íÜçëÉ=ïÜç=Å~å=~ÑÑçêÇ=íç=é~ó=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=îçìÅÜÉê=~ãçìåíI=~åÇ=çåÉ=Ñçê=
íÜçëÉ=ïÜç=Å~ååçíK==pç=íÜÉ=ÇÉãçÅê~íáÅ=“ÅÜçáÅÉÒ=êÉ~ääó=áëåÛí=ãìÅÜ=çÑ=~=ÅÜçáÅÉ=~í=
~ääK=

- råÇÉê=îçìÅÜÉê=ëóëíÉãë=~äêÉ~Çó=áå=éä~ÅÉI=îçìÅÜÉê=ëÅÜççäë=~êÉ=åçí=êÉèìáêÉÇ=íç=
ÉÇìÅ~íÉ=ëíìÇÉåíë=ïáíÜ=ëéÉÅá~ä=åÉÉÇëK===

- få=íÜÉ=aáëíêáÅí=çÑ=`çäìãÄá~I=ãÉãÄÉêë=çÑ=`çåÖêÉëë=Ü~îÉ=áãéçëÉÇ=îçìÅÜÉêë=çå=~=
Åáíó=íÜ~í=Ü~ë=îçíÉÇ=~Ö~áåëí=íÜÉãKT==aK`K=ÇçÉë=åçí=Ü~îÉ=Ñìää=îçíáåÖ=êÉéêÉëÉåí~íáçå=
áå=`çåÖêÉëëI=ëç=ãÉãÄÉêë=çÑ=`çåÖêÉëë=êÉéêÉëÉåíáåÖ=çíÜÉê=ÅçåëíáíìÉåÅáÉë=~åÇ=
áåíÉêÉëí=ÖêçìéëI=ïÜç=ëìééçêí=îçìÅÜÉêëI=Å~å=áãéçëÉ=íÜÉáê=ïáää=çå=íÜÉ=ÅáíáòÉåë=çÑ=
aK`K===
=
=

jóíÜW==sçìÅÜÉêë=ïáää=áãéêçîÉ=éìÄäáÅ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçåK=
=
c~ÅíW==pçãÉ=îçìÅÜÉê=~ÇîçÅ~íÉë=Åä~áã=íÜ~í=áå=~ÇÇáíáçå=íç=áãéêçîáåÖ=íÜÉ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=çÑ=
íÜçëÉ=ïÜç=äÉ~îÉ=Ñ~áäáåÖ=ëÅÜççäë=íç=~ííÉåÇ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççäëI=îçìÅÜÉêë=ïáää=~äëç=áãéêçîÉ=
íÜÉ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=çÑ=íÜçëÉ=ïÜç=ëí~ó=ÄÉÜáåÇI=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=íÜÉ=íÜêÉ~í=çÑ=ÅçãéÉíáíáçå=ïáää=ÑçêÅÉ=
íÜÉáê=ëÅÜççä=íç=áãéêçîÉK==aÉëéáíÉ=Åä~áãë=íç=íÜÉ=Åçåíê~êóI=íÜÉêÉ=áë=åç=ÅêÉÇáÄäÉ=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=
íç=éêçîÉ=íÜ~í=íÜáë=~Åíì~ääó=ïçêâëK===
=
oÉëÉ~êÅÜÉê=~åÇ=îçìÅÜÉê=~ÇîçÅ~íÉ=g~ó=mK=dêÉÉåÉ=êÉäÉ~ëÉÇ=~=êÉéçêí=áå=OMMN=íÜ~í=Åä~áãÉÇ=
íÜ~í=cäçêáÇ~Ûë=^Jmäìë=îçìÅÜÉê=éêçÖê~ã=äÉÇ=íç=áãéêçîÉÇ=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=áå=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëKU==
qÜáë=ëíìÇó=~åÇ=~=ÑçääçïJìé=êÉäÉ~ëÉÇ=áå=OMMP=Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÉå=êçìåÇäó=ÅêáíáÅáòÉÇI=~åÇ=íÜÉáê=
ÑáåÇáåÖë=ÇáëÅçìåíÉÇI=Äó=íÜÉ=êÉëÉ~êÅÜ=ÅçããìåáíóKV==oÉéäáÅ~íáçåë=çÑ=dêÉÉåÉÛë=ëíìÇó=áå=
kçêíÜ=`~êçäáå~=~åÇ=qÉñ~ëI=ïÜáÅÜ=Ü~îÉ=ÜáÖÜJëí~âÉë=~ÅÅçìåí~Äáäáíó=ëóëíÉãë=ïáíÜçìí=
îçìÅÜÉêëI=êÉîÉ~ä=íÜ~í=áí=áë=åçí=åÉÅÉëë~êáäó=íÜÉ=îçìÅÜÉêë=íÜ~í=~êÉ=Å~ìëáåÖ=íÜÉ=Ö~áåë=
dêÉÉåÉ=çÄëÉêîÉÇ=áå=cäçêáÇ~K===
=
oÉëÉ~êÅÜ=Ü~ë=ëÜçïå=ïÜ~í=ïçêâë=áå=áãéêçîáåÖ=éìÄäáÅ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçåW=äçïÉê=Åä~ëë=ëáòÉI=ÜáÖÜ=
~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=~åÇ=ÇáëÅáéäáå~êó=ëí~åÇ~êÇëI=~åÇ=éêçîÉåI=êÉëÉ~êÅÜÉÇJÄ~ëÉÇ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=
éêçÖê~ãëK==oáëâó=~åÇ=Åçëíäó=ãÉ~ëìêÉë=äáâÉ=îçìÅÜÉêë=ëáãéäó=ÇçåÛí=ã~âÉ=íÜÉ=Öê~ÇÉK=
=

jóíÜW==sçìÅÜÉêë=ïáää=ë~îÉ=í~ñé~óÉêëÛ=ãçåÉó=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=íÜÉ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=Å~å=êìå=
ëÅÜççäë=ãçêÉ=ÉÑÑáÅáÉåíäó=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=éìÄäáÅ=ëÉÅíçê=Å~åK=

=
c~ÅíW==`çåíê~êó=íç=íÜÉ=ÄÉäáÉÑ=íÜ~í=îçìÅÜÉêë=ïçìäÇ=ë~îÉ=ãçåÉó=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççäë=
ÉÇìÅ~íÉ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ãçêÉ=ÅÜÉ~éäó=íÜ~å=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëI=îçìÅÜÉê=éêçÖê~ãë=~Åíì~ääó=Åçëí=
í~ñé~óÉêë=ãçêÉK==j~åó=éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççäë=ÅÜ~êÖÉ=äçï=íìáíáçå=ê~íÉë=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=íÜÉáê=Åçëíë=~êÉ=
ëìÄëáÇáòÉÇ=Äó=çíÜÉê=ëçìêÅÉëK==^ãçåÖ=îçìÅÜÉê=ëÅÜççäëI=áåJÇÉéíÜ=ëíìÇáÉë=çÑ=îçìÅÜÉê=
éêçÖê~ãë=éçáåí=íç=êÉÅâäÉëë=ëéÉåÇáåÖK=
=

                                                 
T=“aáëíêáÅí=çÑ=`çäìãÄá~=sçíÉêë=píêçåÖäó=lééçëÉ=sçìÅÜÉêë=Ó=kp_^LwçÖÄó=mçää=pÜçïëKÒ=k~íáçå~ä=pÅÜççä=_ç~êÇë=
^ëëçÅá~íáçå=mêÉëë=oÉäÉ~ëÉI=aÉÅÉãÄÉê=NMI=OMMOK=^î~áä~ÄäÉ=~í=
ÜííéWLLïïïKåëÄ~KçêÖLëáíÉLÇçÅK~ëé\qo^`hfaZC`faZQONCafaZURTV==
U=g~ó=mK=dêÉÉåÉI=?^å=bî~äì~íáçå=çÑ=íÜÉ=cäçêáÇ~=^Jmäìë=^ÅÅçìåí~Äáäáíó=~åÇ=pÅÜççä=`ÜçáÅÉ=mêçÖê~ãI?=kÉï=vçêâW=
j~åÜ~íí~å=fåëíáíìíÉI=cÉÄêì~êó=OMMN=
V=pÉÉ=dêÉÖçêó=`~ãáääá=~åÇ=h~íêáå~=_ìäâäÉóI=?`êáíáèìÉ=çÑ=D^å=bî~äì~íáçå=çÑ=íÜÉ=cäçêáÇ~=^Jmäìë=^ÅÅçìåí~Äáäáíó=~åÇ=
pÅÜççä=`ÜçáÅÉ=mêçÖê~ãID?=bÇìÅ~íáçå=mçäáÅó=^å~äóëáë=^êÅÜáîÉëI=îK=VI=åçK=TI=j~êÅÜ=QI=OMMNX=^ã~åÇ~=_êçïåëçåI=?^=
êÉéäáÅ~íáçå=çÑ=g~ó=dêÉÉåÉDë=îçìÅÜÉê=ÉÑÑÉÅí=ëíìÇó=ìëáåÖ=qÉñ~ë=éÉêÑçêã~åÅÉ=Ç~í~I?=áå=j~êíáå=`~êåçóI=aç=ëÅÜççä=
îçìÅÜÉêë=áãéêçîÉ=ëíìÇÉåí=éÉêÑçêã~åÅÉ\=t~ëÜáåÖíçåI=aK`W=bÅçåçãáÅ=mçäáÅó=fåëíáíìíÉI=OMMN=
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`çäìãÄá~=råáîÉêëáíóÛë=aêK=eÉåêó=iÉîáå=ÑçìåÇ=íÜ~íI=ïÜÉå=Ñ~ÅíçêáåÖ=çìí=íÜÉ=Åçëí=çÑ=
íê~åëéçêí~íáçå=~åÇ=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçåI=îçìÅÜÉê=ëÅÜççäë=áå=jáäï~ìâÉÉ=~Åíì~ääó=Åçëí=
~äãçëí=ANIMMM=ãçêÉ=éÉê=éìéáä=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=jáäï~ìâÉÉ=mìÄäáÅ=pÅÜççäëKNM==^åÇ=~=NVVV=~ìÇáí=çÑ=
íÜÉ=`äÉîÉä~åÇ=îçìÅÜÉê=éêçÖê~ãÛë=Ñáêëí=óÉ~ê=ÑçìåÇ=~äãçëí=AO=ãáääáçå=áå=èìÉëíáçå~ÄäÉ=
ÉñéÉåëÉëI=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=íê~åëéçêí~íáçå=Ñçê=ëíìÇÉåíë=ïÜç were not even attending the schools.  
The real cost of vouchers comes not in the form of tuition payments but in the form of “hidden 
costs” billed to taxpayers and to needy families, such as transportation and uniform and book 
fees.  

 
få=cäçêáÇ~I=í~ñé~óÉêë=ëéÉåÇ=APIRMM=éÉê=éìéáä=çå=Åçêéçê~íÉ=îçìÅÜÉêëI=~åÇ=ìé=íç=AOMIMMM=
çå=îçìÅÜÉêë=Ñçê=ëíìÇÉåíë=ïáíÜ=Çáë~ÄáäáíáÉëK==kç=ÅêÉÇáÄäÉ=êÉëÉ~êÅÜ=Ü~ë=óÉí=ëÜçïå=
îçìÅÜÉêë=íç=ÄÉ=~å=ÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉ=ï~ó=íç=ê~áëÉ=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=çê=ÜÉäé=ÅÜáäÇêÉåK==eçïÉîÉêI=Ñçê=~=
Ñê~Åíáçå=çÑ=íÜçëÉ=ÅçëíëI=éêçÖê~ãë=ïáíÜ=~=éêçîÉå=íê~Åâ=êÉÅçêÇ=çÑ=ëìÅÅÉëë=ÅçìäÇ=ÄÉ=çÑÑÉêÉÇ=
íç=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=~ää=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäë=áå=cäçêáÇ~K==cçê=Éñ~ãéäÉI=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉ=ÅçìäÇ=êÉÇìÅÉ=Åä~ëë=
ëáòÉë=Ó=~=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=éêçîÉå=íç=ê~áëÉ=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=Ó=Ñçê=çåäó=AUTM=éÉê=ÅÜáäÇK==bñíÉåÇÉÇJóÉ~ê=
âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=ïçìäÇ=Åçëí=àìëí=ANIVMM=éÉê=ÅÜáäÇK===^åÇ=Ñçê=íÜÉ=éêáÅÉ=çÑ=~=Åçêéçê~íÉ=
îçìÅÜÉêI=~Äçìí=åáåÉ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ÅçìäÇ=é~êíáÅáé~íÉ=áå=~=êÉëÉ~êÅÜJÄ~ëÉÇ=êÉ~ÇáåÖ=éêçÖê~ãI=
éêçîÉå=íç=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=äáíÉê~Åó=Çê~ã~íáÅ~ääóI=Ñçê=àìëí=AQMM=éÉê=ÅÜáäÇK===
=
=

jóíÜW==sçìÅÜÉêë=~êÉ=éçéìä~ê=~ãçåÖ=ãáåçêáíó=éçéìä~íáçåëK=
=
c~ÅíW==mêçJîçìÅÜÉê=Öêçìéë=äáâÉ=íÜÉ=_ä~Åâ=^ääá~åÅÉ=Ñçê=bÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=léíáçåë=~åÇ=eáëé~åáÅ=
`çìåÅáä=Ñçê=oÉÑçêã=~åÇ=bÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=léíáçåë=Ü~îÉ=ÉãÉêÖÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=é~ëí=ÅçìéäÉ=çÑ=óÉ~êë=
Åä~áãáåÖ=íç=ÄÉ=íÜÉ=îçáÅÉ=çÑ=ãáåçêáíó=éçéìä~íáçåë=áå=ëìééçêí=çÑ=ëÅÜççä=ÅÜçáÅÉK==qÜÉëÉ=
Öêçìéë=~êÉ=êÉÅÉáîáåÖ=ÜìåÇêÉÇë=çÑ=íÜçìë~åÇë=çÑ=Ççää~êë=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=_ìëÜ=~Çãáåáëíê~íáçå=íç=
~ÇîÉêíáëÉ=íÜÉ=éêçîáëáçå=áå=íÜÉ=kç=`ÜáäÇ=iÉÑí=_ÉÜáåÇ=^Åí=íÜ~í=~ääçïë=é~êÉåíë=çÑ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=
áå=Ñ~áäáåÖ=ëÅÜççäë=íç=ÉñÉêÅáëÉ=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççä=ÅÜçáÅÉK==qÜÉó=~äëç=êÉÅÉáîÉ=ÜÉÑíó=Ççå~íáçåë=
Ñêçã=êáÖÜíJïáåÖI=éêçJîçìÅÜÉê=~åÇ=éêçJéêáî~íáò~íáçå=çêÖ~åáò~íáçåë=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=íÜÉ=
t~äíçå=c~ãáäó=cçìåÇ~íáçå=~åÇ=íÜÉ=jáäíçå=~åÇ=oçëÉ=aK=cêáÉÇã~å=cçìåÇ~íáçåK=
=
aÉëéáíÉ=íÜáëI=ëìêîÉóë=~åÇ=Éñáí=éçääáåÖ=Ç~í~=ëÜçï=íÜ~í=ëìééçêí=Ñçê=îçìÅÜÉêëI=ÉëéÉÅá~ääó=
ïáíÜáå=ãáåçêáíó=éçéìä~íáçåëI=áë=åçí=~ë=ëíêçåÖ=~ë=~ÇîçÅ~íÉë=Åä~áãI=~åÇ=íÜ~í=áå=ëçãÉ=
~êÉ~ëI=ëìééçêí=Ñçê=îçìÅÜÉêë=áë=ÇêçééáåÖK==^ÅÅçêÇáåÖ=íç=íÜÉ=OMMQ=mÜá=aÉäí~=h~éé~Ld~ääìé=
éçääI=ññ=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=éìÄäáÅ=çééçëÉë=îçìÅÜÉêëKNN==jçêÉçîÉêI=îçíÉêë=áå=ÉáÖÜí=êÉÅÉåí=
ëí~íÉïáÇÉ=êÉÑÉêÉåÇ~=Ü~îÉ=îçíÉÇ=Ççïå=îçìÅÜÉêëI=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=áå=jáÅÜáÖ~å=~åÇ=áå=
`~äáÑçêåá~I=ïÜÉêÉ=áå=ÄçíÜ=ëí~íÉë=çîÉê=íïç=íÜáêÇë=çÑ=^ÑêáÅ~å=^ãÉêáÅ~å=îçíÉêë=çééçëÉÇ=
îçìÅÜÉêëK==^=wçÖÄó=éçää=êÉäÉ~ëÉÇ=áå=aÉÅÉãÄÉê=OMMO=ëÜçïÉÇ=íÜ~í=TS=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=aK`K=
îçíÉêëI=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=UR=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=Ää~Åâ=îçíÉêëI=çééçëÉÇ=îçìÅÜÉêëKNO==^åÇ=íÜÉ=k~íáçå~ä=
rêÄ~å=iÉ~ÖìÉÛë=“pí~íÉ=çÑ=_ä~Åâ=^ãÉêáÅ~=pìêîÉó=Ñçê=OMMNÒ=ÑçìåÇ=íÜ~í=RU=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=Ää~Åâ=
~Çìäíë=ÑÉäí=íÜ~í=“ÉÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=í~ñ=Ççää~êë=ëÜçìäÇ=çåäó=ÄÉ=ëéÉåí=çå=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëKÒ=
 

                                                 
NM=eÉåêó=iÉîáåI=“bÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=sçìÅÜÉêëW=bÑÑÉÅíáîÉåÉëëI=`ÜçáÅÉI=~åÇ=`çëíëKÒ==gçìêå~ä=çÑ=mçäáÅó=^å~äóëáë=~åÇ=
j~å~ÖÉãÉåíI=îçäK=NTK==NVVU========
NN=içïÉää=`K=oçëÉ=~åÇ=^äÉÅ=jK=d~ääìéK==qÜÉ=PRíÜ=^ååì~ä=mÜá=aÉäí~=h~éé~Ld~ääìé=mçää=çÑ=íÜÉ=mìÄäáÅÛë=^ííáíìÇÉ=
qçï~êÇ=íÜÉ=mìÄäáÅ=pÅÜççäëK==^ìÖìëíI=OMMPK==^î~áä~ÄäÉ=çåäáåÉ=~í===ÜííéWLLïïïKéÇâáåíäKçêÖLâ~éé~åLâMPMVéçäKÜíã@R==
NO=k~íáçå~ä=pÅÜççä=_ç~êÇë=^ëëçÅá~íáçåI=OMMOK=
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